SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
economic pursuits hitherto of minor importance
became gradually profitable openings for the invest-
ment of the comparatively new stuff, money. Pro-
duction began to give place, as a method of getting
rich, to commerce, the shifting of goods about. The
advantage of creating scarcity by holding goods off the
market became apparent. The closed Medieval city
communes, with their crafts, their ancient channels of
international trade, their production for almost
immediate consumption, their industry on a "master
and apprentice," or status basis, became gradually too
confined, too narrow for the new ways of getting a
living that were presenting themselves. Above all, the
Cathedrals, those great temples of the city communes,
could no longer house the spiritual confusion that was
emerging* In the countryside the speeding up of the
process of the conversion of feudal dues in kind into
fixed money payments, or rent, had a similarly dis-
integrating effect upon the feudal social structure.
Land formerly had been regarded as a basic element,
held in trust for the secular head of the community, the
king who, in turn, derived his authority directly from
the Catholic divinity. Now, the mere facts of money
and the exchangeability of means of production and
commodities were rendering the ancient mode of life,
with its Platonic ordering of society upon the land
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